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This monograph is a very thorough study in a field that has been 
almost totally neglected. The influence of theological tradition upon the 
problems and the characteristic method of modern philosophy can hardly 
be exaggerated, an influence which it is necessary to understand before 
the more recent philosophical controversies can be wholly intelligible. 
The author shows us in Descartes a great scientific genius diverted into 
theological metaphysics. 
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In this monograph the author shows how the current interpretations 
of Hobbes and Spinoza are vitiated by introducing into these writers a 
psychology of mental states which is wholly foreign to them. He shows 
that what modern writers have regarded as mental are treated by Hobbes 
and Spinoza as either purely physical impressions, on the one hand, or as 
logical notions, on the other. Aside from the interest of this particular 
subject-matter, the present monograph represents a distinct contribution 
in the newer method of historical interpretation. 
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